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WHAT is the place for ornament? Consider first that the characters 
of natural objects which the architect can represent are few and 
abstract. The greater part of those delights by which Nature 
recommends herself to man at all times cannot be conveyed by 
him into his imitative work. He cannot make his grass green and 
cool and good to rest upon, which in nature is its chief use to man; 
nor can he make his flowers tender and full of color and of scent, 
which in nature are their chief powers of giving joy. Those qualities 
which alone he can secure are certain severe characters of form, 
such as men only see in nature on deliberate examination, and 
by the full and set appliance of sight and thought: a man must lie 
down on the bank of grass on his breast and set himself to watch 
and penetrate the intertwining of it, before he finds that which is 
good to be gathered by the architect. So then while Nature is at 
all times pleasant to us, and while the sight and sense of her work 
may mingle happily with all our thoughts and labors and times 
of existence, that image of her which the architect carries away 
represents what we can only perceive in her by direct intellectual 
exertion; and demands from us, wherever it appears, an intellectual 
exertion of a similar kind in order to understand it and feel it. It 
is the written or sealed impression of a thing sought out; it is the 
shaped result of inquiry and bodily expression of thought.
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at all times pleasant to us, and while the sight and sense 
of her work may mingle happily with all our thoughts and 
labors and times of existence, that image of her which 
the architect carries away represents what we can only 
perceive in her by direct intellectual exertion; and demands 
from us, wherever it appears, an intellectual exertion of a 
similar kind in order to understand it and feel it. It is the 
written or sealed impression of a thing sought out; it is the 
shaped result of inquiry and bodily expression of thought.
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